
Dear [insert contact name]
I am contacting you on behalf of Universities Week, an annual campaign which aims to increase public awareness of the wide and varied role of the UK’s universities. It celebrates their world-class status, their support for students and the huge contribution they make to UK society.
Universities Week 2012 (30 April – 7 May) is the third annual national campaign of its kind and will this time incorporate the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games as its overarching theme. This year’s campaign is being coordinated by Universities UK and British Universities & Colleges Sport (BUCS).

Some of the highlights from the last Universities Week campaign include: involvement of over 110 universities; the public backing from a number of high-profile individuals, such as Dame Kelly Holmes, Professor Brian Cox, Steve Cram, Stephen Fry and Amy Williams; significant press coverage – both at a local and national level – and increased public awareness of the wide and varied role of the UK’s universities.

Excitingly, Universities Week 2012 will culminate in the BUCS Outdoor Athletics Championships, the official London 2012 Athletics test event taking place at the London 2012 Olympic Stadium (4-7 May 2012).  With 2012 set to be a hugely important year for British sport, Universities Week 2012 will have a particular focus on how universities in the UK have contributed to the sporting achievements of the country – whether through supporting world class athletes or providing ground-breaking research in the field of sport technology.

We would love to involve [you/target name] in our Universities Week activity to help showcase the positive impact that universities have made on sport in the UK.  [Delete as appropriate: This is an opportunity to show support for your university and talk about your own experiences of higher education and there are a number of ways to get involved / This is an opportunity to talk about your own experiences of working with a university during your sporting career and there are a number of ways to get involved]:

Providing a quote of support

· A short quote expressing your support for Universities Week 2012 for use in PR and marketing materials, on the Universities Week website, and through social media channels such as Facebook and Twitter.

Availability for media interviews in the run up to and during Universities Week

· Helping to promote the campaign through national print / broadcast media interview(s).

Taking part in events at [insert university] during Universities Week

· Your university may be hosting special events during Universities Week (30 April – 7 May 2012), from seminars to sporting master classes
Any support you can offer will be hugely appreciated and will help celebrate the contribution universities and higher education have made to sport, the local community and to wider society, as we approach what is an incredibly exciting period for sport in the UK.  

For further information please contact Ian Morton at Universities UK on 020 7419 5424 or ian.morton@universitiesuk.ac.uk.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

[tbc]


